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General Conference Insert

General
Conference
Information

This issue of the Evangelical Visitor has the special
General Conference insert in it. Please read it carefully.
It will be very helpful if you fill in all the proper forms
and return them by the indicated deadlines. Your pastor
either has, or soon will have, extra registration forms.
The Convention Director will again be assigning space
for exhibits and displays. Since most of the tables
available are eight feet long, kindly make your request in
terms of 8-foot modules. Many of the tables will not be at
walls; therefore your display will need to be freestanding. A limited number of tables will be located near
outlets. If your display needs electrical power, please
include that information with the request.
Boards, committees, and agencies may submit requests
for meeting rooms before and during General Conference
to the Convention Director at any time. Please be sure to
give dates and time, and how many are in the group. The
Private Dining Room, seating 32, can be booked for
mealtime meetings during the Conference.
The Transportation Committee has no particular
information to give out at this time. However, it cannot
be over-emphasized that you should book reservations on
public carriers far in advance because of the holiday
weekend and because the Harrisburg airport does not
have a large number of flights coming in each day.
For additional information, contact Paul Hosteller,
Grantham, PA 17027. Office Phone: 717-766-2511.
Home, 766-2621.

From the Editor

Although signs of winter seem to be all around us
(mudslides and snowdrifts), the biennial meeting of the
General Conference will be here before we know it.
The information at the top of this column and the insert
in this issue should alert us to the need to begin the
planning required.
The article on page six entitled "Pilgrimage" calls our
attention to another aspect of our 200th Anniversary
Conference — the historical pageant. As stated in the
General Conference Insert, those attending Conference
from a distance will be given opportunity to designate their
preference of the three evening presentations.
This pageant promises to be a moving experience and a
highlight of the Conference. Be certain to include this in
your planning.
I am in the process of completing the editing of Dr.
Carlton Wittlinger's history of the Brethren in Christ. This
book will be available and released at Conference.
One of the observations made by Dr. Wittlinger in his
history is that the pages of the VISITOR were in earlier
days, to a greater extent than at present, a channel of
dialogue within the brotherhood. This is a very proper use
of the columns of the paper. On page six a reader has
raised a question to which it would be appropriate for
readers to respond. A search together to understand God's
will is certainly an important expression of brotherhood.
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Editorial

On Being
a General Conference - Part Two

In our previous editorial (February 10) we pointed out
that historically, legally, and officially the Brethren in
Christ is a general conference. We proceeded to reflect on
the doctrinal and teaching implications of this fact.
The reality of being a general conference is also reflected
in the denomination's ministries of outreach and of
brotherhood. To carry out these ministries the church has
created general boards or commissions with assigned areas
of responsibilities—missions, education, benevolence,
ministerial credentialling, Christian education, publishing,
and budgeting.
By this action these become our ministries—yours and
mine. The boards are responsible to the church; administrators to the boards. Granting amenability to the
church, we should not assume that each board can
implement each idea or interest which may be expressed by
a member or a congregation. Amenability does mean that
there are channels, which if used, will result in the wishes
of an informed membership being reflected in the
ministries of the denomination. Sometimes the process
may be slower than we would desire, but brotherhood
takes into account diversity which calls for reasonable
consensus. It becomes one of the tasks of general conference and its agencies to discover this consensus.
The other side of the general conference principle is that
our denominational programs warrant our support.
Boards designated to carry out denominational ministries
have a right to expect denominational support.
Brotherhood does not assume this to be optional. The
membership covenant commits the member to support the
church in a number of ways—including finances. The
identity of a congregation with the general conference
carries with it obligations of support. It is hardly in
keeping with brotherhood to decide if the congregation
will support the agencies. This support should be assumed.
The general conference principle has a bearing upon our
understanding of regional ministries.
Many of the ministries at the denominational level find
expression at the regional level. Benevolence, new
churches, mission ministries become concerns at the
regional level. It is within the regional areas that needs and
opportunities exist. It is possible that regional conferences
could and should create some boards and agencies similar
to those at the denominational level, thus developing
regional programs with the accompanying demand for
support.
Some of these regional agencies are indeed mandated by
general conference action. Others may grow out of need.
As regions grow in size and vision we may well anticipate a
growth in structures within the region. In this there is the
crucial need to keep the role of the denomination in clear
focus. It would be possible to wake-up some day to
discover that the general conference exists primarily in the
charter and that the biennial meeting is primarily for
fellowship—with the quality of that fellowship continually diminishing because we have less and less in common in
our beliefs, practices, and ministries.
It would be unfortunate if the relationship between the
general conference and the regional conference became
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autocratic. But the need for understanding and coordination is obvious. The needs of the brotherhood as a whole
dare not be jeopardized by the aspirations of a part.
The programs at the regional level need to be coordinated and balanced with the ministries at the
denominational level and with the needs of other regions.
It should be assumed that a growing region will provide
more, rather than less, support to the denomination's
ministries. The human resources of pastors and teachers
should be available to the brotherhood as a whole to
minister where the body has need.
Congregations—church boards and pastors—need to
appreciate the meaning of brotherhood. This calls for the
support and promotion of the church's programs. It is
after all at the congregational level where priorities of
support are usually determined.
Congregations need exposure to,and information about,
what is happening in the church. This is easier for congregations who are near the centers of Brethren in Christ
membership, but efforts by both pastors and agencies need
to be made to assure an informed membership regardless
of geographical location.
We need to be judicious in our use of promotional
efforts—speakers, films, groups—from nondenominational ministries. This is not to suggest that none of these
resources be used. It is to suggest that their use requires
great discretion of support of denominational missions
and other ministries is not undermined.
The pulpit is the sacred trust of the pastor. This is surely
one of the meanings of the ritual of installation of a pastor.
It should come as no surprise to a pastor to find within the
congregation sympathy for a doctrine alien to the Brethren
in Christ if he has invited into the pulpit ministers
committed to this doctrine. Nor should it be hard to
understand why enthusiasm for, and support of,
denominational ministries declines when other ministries
are given pulpit privileges.
We as a denomination have discovered within the past
two or three decades a ministry within the communities
where our congregations are located. This was a needed
discovery. We lose, however, the New Testament perspective if growth and ministry at home is at the expense of the
broader ministry of the church. Congregations, just as
persons, can lose their life in attempting to save it. A
growing ministry within the congregation should be
reflected in a growing support for denominational
ministries.
We need to understand that support for church agencies
is not an option for congregations. It is writ deep within
our understanding of brotherhood. We, as well, need to
resist the temptation to be selective in our denominational
giving at the congregational level. The approval of
programs by the general conference indicates that each is
needed. They are not all of equal size but they are of equal
importance.
We are a body. When one part suffers the entire body
suffers, whether it is immediately apparent or not.
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Is Man Really
Lost?
It was thirteen years ago, but I can
remember as if it happened yesterday.
My little girl was lost!
An hour and a half before, Debbie
Jean had walked home from school
and after a nap had gone out to play
with her four-year-old brother Sandy.
My wife had left me with the children
while she went to the store and for
some time I worked in my study
upstairs. Then when I called Debbie
Jean to come in there was no answer.
Sandy told me she had gone back to
school. This surprised me — although
the school was only a few hundred
yards away, across some open fields
and backyards, she seldom went there
to play and never without permission.
I went to look for her but she was
not there. My wife drove up as I came
back and a little uneasy, we quickly
checked the five other houses on our
street. She was not at any of them.
Should I call the police? I walked up
and down the road calling her, fearing
the silence.
Half an hour later our little girl
came walking around a corner of the
school, smiling. The explanation was
simple, but hard to take. She had gone
to a candy store just beyond the
school, met a friend and gone to her
home.
Later, (when the thunder and lighting and tears were over) I reflected on
the incident. During the nearly two
hours that Debbie Jean was missing,
nothing else mattered. In my study
were books to be read, letters to be
answered, articles to be written, planning to be done — but it was all
forgotten. I could think of only one
prayer and I prayed it a thousand
times: " O God, help me to find her."
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How often, I ask myself, had I felt
that same terrible urgency about people who were lost from God?
The first Christian movement was
gripped by a great conviction: That if
man has a soul . . . and if that soul
can be saved or lost . . . the most
important thing in the world is to
bring men to salvation in Christ.
Today that conviction suffers from
'tired blood.'
Great numbers of Christians are
embarrassed to talk about the "soul"
or "eternity" or being "lost." Even
those of us who subscribe to the ideas
expressed in those words don't seem
very fired up about them.
What do you give the man who has
everything? How do you relate Jesus
Christ to the playboy who couldn't
care less? To the friendly Hindu student down the hill? To the agnostic
with the social conscience? To the
engineer who believes man now has
the capability to do anything? How
concerned can you be about people
who don't feel "lost"?
Let's see how Jesus related in a
similar situation to Zacchaeus.
Zacchaeus didn't seem to need God.
He was a comfortable materialist, a
"successful sinner," who had disregarded traditional moral codes and
religious customs and had made it. To
most of his contemporaries Zacchaeus
didn't seem very "lost."
Then along came Jesus passing
through Jericho where Zacchaeus
lived, and a strange thing happened.
Driven by longings no one guessed
were there, Zacchaeus, the man "who
had everything" rushed to the main
street and climbed a tree, seeking to
see who Jesus was.
Luke records that when Jesus came
by he looked up, called him by name
and invited himself to his home.
Zacchaeus took Jesus to his house
with great excitment and joy. There he
said; "Sir, from now on I will give half
my wealth to the poor and if I find I
have overcharged anyone on his taxes,
I will give him back four times as
much." Jesus told him, "salvation has
come to this home today. This man
was one of the lost sons of Abraham
and I, the Son of Man, have come to
search for and to save the lost."

How did Jesus sense Zacchaeus'
need? I don't know. But I do believe
we, as his followers, can discern
people's needs if we're willing to listen.
All around us — in our huge lonely
cities, on our vast campuses, in our
affluent empty homes —people are
crying, "won't someone please listen
to me!"
People who don't see themselves as
lost from God will freely admit they
are lost because they have found no
meaning. Underneath the veneer of
having everything, there are many
modern people who really do have a
deep sense of need if we will just wait
long enough and probe lovingly
enough to find it.
When Jesus looked at Zacchaeus he
saw a man who was lost because he
was alienated from God.
God planned to build a wonderful
world with men. He made man to live
in peace and dignity and love with a
real purpose. But what do we see?
Restlessness, war, prejudice, hatred,
despair. What's happened?
The biblical diagnosis is that man
has rejected life.
The root cause of our human
predicament is spiritual rebellion. The
Bible's verdict is that "we have turned
to our own way." "All have sinned."
VVe have chosen to say "no" to God's
design and to run our own lives.
Basically, sin is pride, egotism, selfcenteredness. Sin means that we deny
the true God and we try to play God
for ourselves, and the result is spiritual
death. "The wages of sin is death."
The contact with our maker has been
broken and as a result we are bored,
lonely, guilty, restless, afraid and the
end result is eternal banishment from
the presence and fellowship of a just
and holy God.
Some will object. Doesn't the Bible
teach that "God is love"? Would a
loving God punish and banish men
from his presence? But the Bible also
tells us that "God is a consuming fire
(Heb. 12:29) and that "God is light
and in him is no darkness at all" (1
John 1:5). Just as light and darkness
cannot abide together, so a holy God
cannot tolerate sin.
The reality of God's wrath is as
much a part of the biblical message as
is God's grace. "He who believes in
the Son has eternal life; he who does
not obey the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God rests upon him" say
John 3:36.
Enter here Jesus Christ! This God
of holiness and love has made a provision for our sin!
You and I can't get back to God but
he can come to us. In spite of our
rebellion, God kept on loving us, and
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in the person of Jesus Christ God paid
a personal visit to our planet to repair
that broken contact. "God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto
himself." (II Cor. 5:19). He said, "I
come to give my life a ransom for
many." He committed no sin but in
his own person he carried our sins to
the cross. ". . . He, the just, suffered
for the unjust to bring us to God."

Because of this, Jesus Christ is the
bridge by which we can come back
into personal contact with God. He
said, "I am the way, no man comes to
the Father but by me" (John 14:6).
Note that Jesus did not say, "You
can't believe in God but by me." He
did say, "you can't come to the
Father" — that is, come into a living
personal relationship with God —

"but by me."
The Bible brings us both the bad
news and the good news about
ourselves.
It tells us the bad news — that we
are really lost from God.
It also brings us the good news —
that Jesus is the bridge back to God.
I am inviting you to cross that
bridge, to come back home where you
belong.

Roy Sider

Personal relationships affect us all.
No one can live or die isolated from
others. Who would want to? We need
the family, the church, the community, and society. We all relate to other
people. There is a verse in the Living
Bible, II Timothy 1:7, which reads
"For the Holy Spirit, God's gift, does
not want you to be afraid of people,
but to be wise and strong, and to love
them and enjoy being with them."
Isn't that a beautiful way to put God's
will for us in relationship to other
people.
Peace of mind, health of body,
freedom of spirit and the strength of
the Christian church are all determined to a significant degree by our
relationship with people. The Bible
says in Deuteronomy that one shall
chase a thousand but two shall put
10,000 to flight. That's spiritual
mathematics. The Lord Jesus told us
in Matthew 18:19 "If two of you shall
agree concerning anything they ask on
earth it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven." There is
The writer is bishop of the Canadian
Regional Conference. This article will be
printed in two installments — concluding in the
March 10 issue.
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great strength in unity within the
church of Jesus Christ and this in turn
depends on building wholesome personal relationships.
Principles for Prevention — within
the congregation
Certain congregational policies help
us avoid the tensions which fracture
personal relationships.
First, clarify, by way of a consensus
or a statement of purpose, the reason
why we exist as a people of God.
Sometime ago I asked each member
of a church board to put in writing the
purpose of that congregation. I found
that almost everyone had a different
view. When you find that condition
existing, you are likely to find a situation in which people are frustrated.
We are not sure where we are going.
When a congregation lacks a sense of
purpose it has persons within it who
experience frustration among
themselves. Frequently they turn inward on each other or against
leadership. That condition impedes
the forward movement of the church.
Clarify among yourselves a sense of
purpose with supportive goals and
strategies for achievement. All of the

fatigue and excitement and even
danger that mountain climbers experience is possible because of a clear
goal. The same is true in the church.
Second, clarify responsibilities of
those who are asked to serve in the
church. You can have instant insecurity if you give a person a task without
defining it. He never knows when he
achieves. He seldom receives commendation. Every position in the church
deserves a job description. A point of
beginning could be for each office
holder to write his/her own. Accountability to a brother/sister for performance results in higher achievement.
It also reduces misunderstandings.
Third, make conscientious efforts at
good communications. Did you know
that communicating to other people is
one of our m o r e difficult accomplishments? There are two reasons
for this. One is we don't always say the
things we think we say and we don't
say them as clearly as we think we say
them. The other reason is that we all
hear things through a filter. Written
communication helps but that isn't
to page eleven
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A pageant about the Brethren in Christ

Pilgrimage
John Sider

As the Brethren in Christ gather for
their biennial General Conference on
the campus of Messiah College in
July, 1978, they will be celebrating the
2 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e
d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s founding. The
Conference will provide many opportunities to celebrate the Church's
heritage; one unique feature will be the
presentation of Pilgrimage: A Pageant
about the Brethren in Christ, which is
slated for three performances during
Conference week.
Pilgrimage, written and directed by
Norman A. Bert of the Messiah
College faculty, is a dramatic recollection of the 200 years of Brethren in
Christ history. The premiere performance of this original drama is set for
Tuesday evening, July 4, 1978, in the
Eisenhower Campus Center. Subsequent performaces will be given on
Thursday, July 6, and Friday, July 7.
The pageant commemorates the
experience of the Brethren in Christ
through two centuries of pilgrimage.
"It's the vision of brothers and sisters
in Christ, gathered around God's
Word, in the presence of the Holy
Spirit, seeking to be pure in God's
eyes, seeking to accomplish God's
work."
Bert has attempted in dramatic
form to reflect accurately and joyfully
the essence of the Brethren in Christ
pilgrimage. A cast of ten play a series
of shifting roles to portray key figures
drawn from the Church's history and
the outside forces the Church has had
to deal with. A chorus provides
background and support to the actors.
Far from being a stage spectacle,
the setting for the pageant is one of
stark austerity in keeping with the
simple lifestyle of the brotherhood.
The pageant consist of nine scenes,
beginning with the "coming out" of
the founding fathers in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, in the late
1700s. The scene shows poignantly the
circumstances which led the early
brethren to baptize one another and
form the fellowship known then as the
River Brethren.
The pageant proceeds to trace the
trials over eighteenth-century military
conscription and land shortages that
led to the migration to Canada in the
post-Revolutionary period.
T h e d i s a g r e e m e n t with the
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"Brinserites" over meetinghouses, the
awakening of a foreign mission conscience, the holiness movement, the
inception of Sunday Schools and
church institutions, and the era of
isolationism outline the movement of
the brotherhood to its present-day
concerns for outreach and ministry in
a constantly changing world.
The final scene of the pageant poses
an intense and rousing challenge for
present-day brothers and sisters to
follow the vision and keep the faith
transmitted through many
generations.
Throughout the scope of the
pageant, different people at various
times in the Church's development
seek to answer the question, "Who are
the Brethen in Chirst?" The answer
that emerges highlights the distinctiveness and sense of purpose which
the Church has felt throughout its
lifespan.

Wendell Zercher, producer of the
pageant, has announced that tryouts
for the ten acting roles—five men and
five women—will be held in the
Eisenhower C a m p u s Center of
Messiah College on Friday evening,
March 31, and Saturday evening,
April 1, beginning at 7:30 p.m. each
evening. It is assumed that the cast
will be drawn from members of
Brethren in Christ congregations
within easy driving distance of the
Grantham campus.
Members and families of the church
are invited to plan now to attend the
pageant and celebrate their identity as
Brethren in Christ. The General
Conference information brochure, included in this issue of the Evangelical
Visitor, contains a ticket reservation
form. Additional information about
the pageant and the availability of
tickets will be carried in subsequent
issues of the Visitor.

A Question:
On Keeping the Sabbath

A question has come to my mind
concerning God's call to responsible
stewardship of the resources He has
given us and respect for the Sabbath.
Maybe someone in the brotherhood
could give me some guidelines on this
matter of apparent conflict in the
Christian life.
This fall here in the East the
weather was unusually wet and thus
our harvest of crops by farmers was
severely hampered. Interestingly
enough the rain seemed to fall in a
certain pattern — it rained Monday
through Friday and by Saturday the
fields were dried, leaving the following
day, Sunday, with perfect conditions
for harvesting crops.
Was the Lord testing our ability to
honor the Sabbath? Did He want the
crop He so generously supplied to be
left in the fields to rot? Or should we
harvest our crops even on Sunday
knowing that He cares about a starving world too?

In our local congregation we are
being asked for corn and/or money to
be donated to MDS to fill several
tractor trailers with corn for areas hit
by drought. One of those loads is lying
wasted in our fields because we
followed the "letter of the law" and
chose not to work on Sunday. Would
Jesus care more for the law or the
starving of the world?
My question to the brotherhood is
this: How do we intergrate respect for
Sabbath (i.e. the Law) and responsible
stewardship as it relates to a starving
world. Any insight into this problem
of practical Christianity from
someone else based on the Word or
personal experience would be appreciated.
The pages of the VISITOR will be
open for a reasonable length of time to
responses to the questions raised in
this article. Keep the replies of modest
length (750 words, maximum). Editor
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Religious News
Presbyterian Task Force
Endorses Gay Ordinations
A 1 9 - m e m b e r study g r o u p commissioned by the United Presbyterian
Church to study the ordination of practicing homosexuals as ministers has
recommended allowing ordination of
qualified gays.
The task force voted 14 to 5 to recommend that regional units of the 2.6 millionmember denomination install homosexuals
in positions of church leadership.
If the report is adopted at the church's
San Diego convention in May it would
make the United Presbyterian Church the
nation's most liberal major denomination
by extending full rights of membership and
ministry to avowed, practicing homosexuals.
Billy Graham Voted Most Influential
Personality in U.S. Religious Field
Billy G r a h a m has been named the most
influential person in the field of religion in
the U.S. today in a poll of 35 religion
writers and editors—18 from secular news
m e d i a a n d 17 f r o m t h e r e l i g i o u s
press—taken by The Christian Century
magazine.
In reporting the results in its Jan. 18
issue, the ecumenical weekly noted that it
had told the persons questioned, " W e are
not asking who ought to be most influential, or those whose influence is 'good' or
'bad.'"
Gerald L. K. Smith's 'Crusade'
Closing Down After 30 Years
The ultra-conservative Christian
Nationalist Crusade, founded by the late
Gerald L. K. Smith, is being dissolved.
The Cross and the Flag, the monthly
magazine published by the founder, ended
publication with the September issue. Mr.
Smith, who has been described as an antiC o m m u n i s t , anti-Semitic, anti-Negro
crusader and extremist, died in April 1976
at the age of 78.
Roland L. Morgan, Crusade president
and nephew of the founder, said in a letter
to magazine subscribers that he planned to
move to Eureka Springs, Ark.
The Smith family maintains a sevenstory "Christ of the Ozarks" statue on
Magnetic Mountain in Eureka Springs
and other related religious projects there.
The statue was dedicated in 1966 as a
"testimony to the Christian ideals that
shaped America." Among goals of the
Christian National Crusade were "the
preservation of our Christian faith against
the threat of Jewish communism," the
deportation of "Zionists," the forced shipment of blacks back to Africa, liquidation
of the United Nations, restoration of the
" r i g h t of Christian prayer in public
buildings and fighting of the black
plague."
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Nazarenes Face Challenges
of Growth
The Church of the Nazarene around the
w o r l d m a i n t a i n e d a 3.3 per cent
membership growth in 1977, but North
American congregations lagged—2.2 per
cent growth in Canada, 1.4 per cent in the
United States.
The statistics gave impetus to the
denomination's Mid-Quadrennial
Conference on Evangelism to be held
through 1978 to motivate churches for a
year of growth.
The evangelism conference, held every
four years midway between general
assemblies, will meet in the Myriad
Convention Center in Oklahoma City,
Jan. 10-12, 1978 under the theme, "Lifting
U p Christ. . .All Out for Souls."

Teen-age Alcoholism Seen Growing
One out of 10 youngsters in the U.S.
between the ages of 12 and 18 regularly
gets drunk, according to statistics revealed
by Patricia Fisher of the Seattle Times.
The city's Central Area Alcoholism
Project is seeking to educate teens on the
evils of alcohol and to break their habit.

New Israeli Law May Mean
Trouble for Christians
The Israeli Parliament has passed a new
law that could be "misused in restricting
religious liberty in Israel," according to
the United Christian Council (UCC).
The law, making it a criminal offense to
offer material inducements for conversion
to another religious belief, is based on the
" m y t h " that Christians bribe people to
join their religious community, said
Southern Baptist representative Robert L.
Lindsey.
"The offering of material inducements
for conversion is totally unethical and has
never been a part of our missionary
effort," said J. D. Hughey, the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board's administrator for that area. "The only
danger is that false accusations may be
made."

U. S. Population Now 218,218,066
—A Gain of 1.8 Million in Year
The U. S. population on Jan. 1 was
218,218,066—about 1.8 million higher
than the population a year ago, according
to estimates issued by the Department of
Commerce's Bureau of the Census.
The 1.8 million net population gain
during 1977 compares with 1.6 million
increase in 1976. The record annual gain of
3.1 million was registered during the "baby
boom" year of 1956.
The rate of increase during 1977 was 0.8
per cent.

David M. Howard to Direct World
Evangelization Consultation
Dr. David M. Howard, a former missionary to Latin America and assistant to
the president of Inter-Varsity Christian
Fellowship, has been named director of a
Consultation on World Evangelization to
be held in 1980.
The announcement was made by Dr.
Leighton Ford, chairman of the Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelization.
'76 Giving Topped Inflation Rate
Contributions to 10 major U.S. Protestant denominations out-paced inflation in
1976, according to a survey by the
National Council of Churches.
The survey reported contributions
totalling $3,672,406,679, as against $3,429,259,955 in 1975, an increase of 7.1 per
cent. During the same period, U.S. inflation increased the cost of goods and services by 6 per cent.

Madalyn Murray O'Hair's
Fight Against U.S. Currency Motto
Madalyn Murray O'Hair has filed suit
in Federal District Court in Austin, Texas,
to have the motto, "In God We Trust,"
removed from U.S. coins and currency.
The atheist leader has named the Secretary
of the Treasury and the Director of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing as
defendants.

New Drought, Famine Looms
in Africa, NAE Unit Warns
A relief expert for the National Association of Evangelicals reports that a major
famine looms in Africa, particularly in
Upper Volta where, he said, many people
will be reduced to digging for leaves and
roots to sustain themselves.
" W e were there at harvest time," Dr.
Everett S. Graflam reported, "and there
was very little harvest."
"Another famine as bad or worse than
that caused by the recent six-years'
drought is in the making," according to the
executive vice-president of the NAE's
relief arm, the World Relief Commission.
Ministers' Marriages Seen
Suffering Most
Pastors of churches are twice as likely to
have marital problems as difficulties with
their congregations, a study for the
American Lutheran Church indicated.
A minister's wife, the survey concluded,
is likely to find marital aggravations nearly
twice as often as a pastor.
The 225-page report titled "Pastors in
Crisis," was written by Dr. Jean J. Rossi
and Dr. William J. Filstead of Behavioral
Consultants, Inc., in Des Plaines, 111.
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Joe and Marietta have been serving the Lord in India for
more than 25 years. Since 1958 they have been engaged in a
home-centered ministry to university students in Delhi,
where they seek to "intercept" lives for Jesus Christ. They
work not only with Indian students, but with young people
coming to India in search of truth in eastern religions. The
following article is written out of their daily experiences as
disciples in Delhi.

The "Moderns
Joe and Marietta Smith

Today's moderns are taken up with
the contemporary issues, active in
their current culture, never stooping to
"easy believism" but having the inclination to accept the worldconsensus of secular contemporary
philosophy and science.
The human predicament today is
the crisis in human values which
brings restlessness. The purpose for
living becomes obscured. If a person's
faith in society and in himself is lost,
there is no purpose in life. When the
living God is not acknowledged, life
indeed becomes meaningless. There is
an obvious tension in every thinking
person who is alert to his day. Because
he has been made in the image of the
living God (whether or not this is
acknowledged) he will fight for his
"humanness" and will resist whatever
soils or reduces or seeks to destroy it.
For instance, a person (on the basis of
what he is, intrinsically) does fight
against losing dignity and personal
freedom and significance . . . against
being made into a non-thinker or
something "machine-ish."
There is the necessity laid on a
person living in contemporary culture
to be a questioner, sifting quantities of
data through his grid (his world view
. . . his approach to truths and morals
. . . his premises about existence). If
he is young, and still hopeful while
being smashed with the day's loss of
the absolutes and the universals, he'll
be struggling, straining, grappling to
set a foundation and structure for his
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own value system, a system he can live
with without being totally frustrated to
thepoint of giving up to the popular consensus that: All, really, is
only "Santa Claus" . . . absurdity . . .
a circus.
These are some of the questions:
Meaning to History? . . . Life After
Death?
"What does all of human history
mean? And if it means nothing when it
is dead and gone, then what does it
mean when it is alive and in progress?"
(Clark Pinnock, "What's the sense?",
InterVarsity Press, 1972, p. 10).
Accidental Existence?
" U p 'til now man derived his
coherence from his creator. But the
moment that he consecrates his rupture with him, he finds himself
delivered over to the fleeting moment
and to wasted sensibility." (Albert
Camus, The Rebel, Harmondsworth:
Penguin 1969, p. 47).
No Final Answers?
"There is no system of philosophy
to spin out. There are no ethical
truths, there are just clarifications of
particular ethical problems. Take advantage of these clarifications and
work out your own existence. You are
mistaken to think that anyone ever
had the answers. There are no anwers.
Be brave and face up to it." (D.
Kalish, in "What (If Anything) to
Expect from Today's Philosophers,"
Time Magazine, Jan. 7, 1966, p. 24).
Other necessary questions any

thinking person is required to try to
answer are these:
— Is there order in the universe? Is
there a personal God, active, with a
character?
— Is all "truth" one? Is there that
which isn't true?
— Isn't praying a psychological
"come-on" . . . merely auto-suggestion, a step into the irrational? Outside of my own head, is there really
something listening, answering?
— Is commitment to anything, to
anybody, unintelligent since one can't
really trust another person, least of all
oneself?
— If giving up in despair should be
resisted, what are the alternatives? (It
does appear that life is transient, cruel,
purposeless.) In spite of this, what is
so imperative about having to live it
anyway? Why make resolutions one
after another? Why keep going, by
adopting affirmative actions which, at
best, are "leaps of faith" and halfcures, which can allay only momentarily one's underlying fears of
aloneness and meaninglessness?
* **
Should questioning cease? Should
there be a resignation to the position
that "The state of fear is the fact of
life, one should train himself to live
with it?"
The following quotation gives a
truthful insight into a student's
struggle to resolve some of these basic
questions:
to page ten
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CELEBRATING 200 YEARS
THE PILGRIMAGE OF THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST"

ATTEND THE ONE HUNDRED FIFTH GENERAL CONFERENCE
Dates:
Place:

Saturday, July 1, through Thursday, July 6, 1978
Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027

All persons attending General Conference will need to:

Report Lodging plans and requests by June 1
Report transportation plans and requests by June 20

Full information and reply forms in the February 25 issue of the Evangelical
Additional forms available from your pastor or from the Convention
Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027.
Visitor.

GENERAL CONFERENCE — A Great Family Experience

MEALS,

LODGING, A N D TRANSPORTATION

INFORMATION

General Conference of 1978
If you plan to attend General Conference at Messiah College, please fill in the various forms regardless of where or with whom
you plan to stay. This includes those staying in their own homes. Return the forms to Paul Hostetler before the deadline dates.
Requests will be honored in the order they are received.

REGISTRATION

LODGING

reserved for Thursday and/or Friday before
Conference. All rooms may be held
through Thursday night, July 6.

All people over 17 years of age attending the Conference, both conference
members and non-conference members,
are requested to register. The purpose
of the $10 registration fee is to balance
the General Conference entertainment
budget in order to eliminate the necessity of subsidizing it from the Board of
Administration annual assessment.

Lodging will be provided in the college
residence halls. The rooms have twin
beds, and two guests will be assigned
to each room. Parents may have children
in their rooms without extra charge (no
bed or bedding provided).

Since attendance in this special 200th
anniversary year is difficult to predict,
you are encouraged to submit your
request early by filling in Form 2-A.
The deadline is JUNE 1.

All meal, lodging, and
campsite
charges for registered guests are set by
the college and are lower than the
charges made to any other conference
group. The higher rates charged to unregistered guests will go toward Conference entertainment costs.

Residence hall lodging is $3.20 per
guest per night;" for unregistered guests,
$4 (rates double for private rooms).
Children 5-8 with bed accommodations,
half price; 9 and up, full price. These
rates include linens, blanket, pillow,
towel, and washcloth. Sorry, no reduced
rates for those bringing their own.
A

limited

number

of

rooms

can

be

MEALS
Excellent meals will be served in the
college dining room. The snack bar will
also be open. The meal rates for registered guests are: Breakfast, $1.30; Lunch,
$1.70; and Dinner, $3.00. Rates for unregistered guests are: $1.80, $2.30, and
$3.90. Please indicate your meal plans on
Form 3.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Grantham Campus
DIRECTIONS TO THE CAMPUS
Messiah College is 11 miles southwest of Harrisburg, just
a mile off of U.S. Route 15.
Southbound on U.S. 15: Travel three and a half miles
beyond the Pa. Turnpike intersection to the large highway
sign, "Messiah College." Turn left and follow the signs
through Grantham to the campus.
Northbound on U.S. 15: Travel three miles beyond the
Pa. 74 Intersection near Dillsburg to the large highway
sign, "Messiah College." Turn right and follow the signs
through Grantham to the campus.
Registration will be in the Eisenhower Campus Center.

I

Legend
1. Campus Entrance
2. Smith Hall of Music
3. Brechblll Music House
4. Lawn Annex Apartments
5. Old Main (Administration)
6. Schoolhouse
7. Eisenhower Campus Center
8. Playing Field
9. Miller Residence
10. Hess Residence
11. Faculty Residences
12. Sollenberger Residence
13. East Residence

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

President's Residence
Kline Hall of Science
Hillcrest Apartments
Hoffman Residence
Murray Learning Resource Center
College Chapel
Faculty and Student Apartments
Future Fine Arts Center

22. Covered Bridge
23. Starry Athletic Field
24. Treona Apartments

FORM 1-A • GENERAL INFORMATION
Meals, cont'd

PRINT your name

Children's rates are: 0-4, no charge; 5-8, half
price; and 9-up, full price.

PRINT your full address

Because of anticipated large crowds, it is
important for the dining room staff to have an
estimation of the numbers at the various meals.
Please fill in Form 3, keeping in mind that you
are free to change your plans at Conference
time if necessary. Your assistance in this will
be very helpful.

200TH ANNIVERSARY PAGEANT
A drama depicting scenes from the 200-year
pilgrimage of the Brethren in Christ will be
staged on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
nights—July 4, 6, and 7.
The writer and director, Norman Bert, and the
Program Committee have been working together
on this significant event of the anniversary
Conference. Many people are eager to see the
performance.
RESERVATIONS FOR TUESDAY EVENING ARE
LIMITED TO THOSE 50 MILES OR MORE FROM
G R A N T H A M (until June 1). After June 1,
reservations for Tuesday night will be open to
others if seats are still available. Fill in Form
1-B. To help cover production costs, admission
will be by ticket: $2 for adults and $1 for
children under 12.

How many in your group?

Date

Men

Women

Children

Please PRINT names, and if under 18, include their ages.

List Gen. Conf. members
Expected arrival date

Departure date

(Fill in other side also)

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 1)

Date

FORM 2-A - LODGING (June 29-July
PRINT your name

I wish to reserve a bed on campus as follows (please circle):
For Myself:

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

For Others:
For Others:
Remarks:

TRANSPORTATION
With General Conference again convening over
a holiday weekend, public carriers will be loaded
to capacity. To protect yourself from disappointment, make reservations early.
Regardless of how you plan to travel, please
fill in Form 4 and return it by June 20. After
that date, call Nevin Engle, 717-766-8072.
Transportation Charges:
To or from Harrisburg International Airport - $7
per trip*
To or from Harrisburg train or bus** station - $4
per trip*
* Up to 5 people may share one car fare.
* * G o to the downtown station.
PLEASE PAY YOUR DRIVER UPON ARRIVAL AT
YOUR DESTINATION.

(See other side)

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 1)

FORM 3-A - MEALS (Estimation only-can be changed)
PRINT name (s)

Number in group who plan to eat all meals in dining room
If all in your group will be eating all meals in the dining room, you need not
fill in any more of Form 3. If not, please fill in below and on other side.
Thursday, June 29 (before General Conference)
Give number planning to eat: Breakfast

Campsites will be provided on campus FOR
UNITS W H I C H REQUIRE NO ELECTRICAL,
WATER, OR SEWAGE HOOKUPS. Because camping will be in lawn areas, no tables will be provided and no wood or charcoal fires permitted.
Units needing restroom and shower facilities
only will be placed near a building with the
needed conveniences. Totally self-contained units
will be located in suitable areas elsewhere.
For registered guests the rates are $2 per
unit per day; unregistered, $3 (Fill in Form 2-B)

Lunch

Dinner

Lunch

Dinner

Friday, June 30 (last day before Conference)
Give number planning to eat:

CAMPING INFORMATION

Date

Breakfast

Saturday, July 1 (Messiah Village Open House, dedication at 1 p.m.
First Conference session at 3:30, Love Feast at 7:00)
Give number planning to eat:

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 1)

(Fill in other side also)
FORM 4-A • TRANSPORTATION (to Conf.)

Date

PRINT name (s)
Please meet me/us at:
Arrival Date
Carrier

Airport

Bus Station

Train Station

Time
Number.

J/We will be coming by car. (Please give date and estimated time of
(Camping Information continued, next page)
arrival)
(Fill in other side also)

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 20)

FORM 1-B - PAGEANT RESERVATIONS

Date

PRINT your name

Camping, cont'd

Distance in miles from Grantham

For those who desire off campus campsites,
reservations can be made DIRECTLY with the
following. Do this soon and report on Form 2-B.

Please reserve a seat at the pageant for me and also for the following people:

HARRISBURG SOUTH KOA (8 mi. away)
Walmar Manor, Dillsburg, PA 17019
$6 per night, 2 persons (50( additional persons)
Hookups extra. Pool and Showers

The choice of dates is: Tuesday, July 4; Thursday, July 6, and Friday, July 7.
Please indicate your first and second choice:
1st Choice

Do not send payment!

2nd Choice
(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 1)

(Fill in other side also)

FORM 2-B • LODGING

OTHER OFF CAMPUS LODGING

Please reserve an appropriate camping space on campus
Expected arrival date

Departure date

Type and size of camping unit.
I/We will be arranging our own lodging. (If in a motel, campsite, or
private home, print name and address below. If in your own home,
give address below.)

(See other side)

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 1)

FORM 3-B - MEALS (estimation only—can be changed)
Sunday, July 2 (Dispersal to area churches in a.m. Concert and Conf. Rally
at 2:30. Consecration of bishops at 7:00)
Give number planning to eat:

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Monday, July 3 (Conf. business all day. WMPC meeting a.m. & p.m.)
Give number planning to eat:

Breakfast

Lunch

Give number planning to eat:

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Wednesday, July 5 (Conf. business a.m. & p.m. 7:00, Missions Rally)
Give number planning to eat:

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Thursday, July 6 (Business sessions a.m. & p.m. Pageant at 7:00)
(Fill in other side also)

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 1)

FORM 4-B • TRANSPORTATION (from Conf.)
PRINT name (s)
Airport

Bus Station

_Train Station

Time

(You will need to leave Grantham 1 hour before departure time.)
Remarks:

(Fill in other side also)

You will need to make your own arrangements
for lodging in private homes or motels.
Recommended motels, all less than five miles
from the college, are listed below. MAKE
RESERVATIONS EARLY AND DIRECTLY, and
then fill in Form 2-B. The rates listed are for
one/two persons in a room.
AUDUBON MOTEL
RD 3
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
$20/23 (717) 766-9006

NESBIT MOTEL
629 Route 15
Dillsburg, PA 17019
$12/15 (717) 432-3651

HOLIDAY WEST
Route 15
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
$16/21 (717) 766-4792

RANGE MOTEL
7 Route 15
Dillsburg, PA 17019
$16/18 (717) 432-5911

PENN MOTEL
Gettysburg Pike
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
$14/18 (717) 766-4728

SHELLY MOTEL
493 Route 15
Dillsburg, PA 17019
$16/18 (717) 432-5113

PLANTATION INN
Route 15
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
$19/23 (717) 766-0238

Dinner

Tuesday, July 4 (Business sessions a.m. & p.m. Pageant at 7:00)

Departure Date _

YOUNG'S GROVE (4 mi. away)
612 Range End Rd., Dillsburg, PA 17019
$4 per night, family of 4 (additional 50<)
All hookups included, Showers, Golf

Date

PRINT your name

Please take me/us to:

SUNSET ACRES (10 mi. away)
R. 1, Wellsville, PA 17365
$3 per night for family, Electricity 50C
Water hookup, Showers, Located near lake

(Send to Conv. Dir. by June 20)

Please complete all forms on both sides and
return to the following address no later than
June 1 (Transportation form, June 20). Return
all forms to:
Paul Hostetler
Convention Director
Grantham, PA 17027
For more information, call the
Director at either:
Office: (717) 766-2511, Ext. 361
Home: (717) 766-2621

Convention

LABRADOR A S S I G N M E N T — t h e first of three articles by
Herb and Dorie Brown, MCC teachers in their third year of
service. The second article will appear in the March 10 issue,
which will focus specifically on the Mennonite Central Committee.

So What Do You REALLY Do?
Herb and Dorie Brown

A Mennonite Central Committee
assignment may require anything and
everything at any given time.
Therefore, we can't generalize about
"the typical MCC assignment;" we
can only tell you about ours:
We are two teachers in our second
year of a two-year term in Paradise
River, Labrador. Paradise River is a
settlement of about 100 residents
located 20 miles from Cartwright at
the head of Sandwich Bay. We have
no roads. Transportation is by foot,
along a path that runs the length of the
community about one mile long.
Houses are strung out, train-fashion,
among the trees along the bank.
Small boats use the river for a
highway. When the ice comes, snowmobiles hum over the same route.
Commercial transportation consists of
Labrador Airways (not your conventional airline, but that's another story
. . .), which brings mail and passengers
three times a week (weather permitting); and Canadian National coastal
boats which call twice a week during
navigation season (late June to early
November). There is one unreliable
and anything-but-private telephone.
Our school is an anomaly—
spacious, new, carpeted, amplysupplied. We teach 20 students in two
classrooms: Herb has grades V-VIII;
Dorie teaches grades K-IV. A 2000
volume library is an obvious asset.
Since the absence of television encourages children to read, the resource
is well-used. Keeping ahead of lesson-
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plans for four or five levels each day
takes the bulk of our time.
Because education is not highly
valued, we continually fight poor attitudes. The children are co-operative
enough, but it is well-understood that
few intend to go past Grade VIII, as it
would mean leaving home: Better to
hold back and fail until school-leaving
age, than "force" a child to leave
home. And still we hear the regret of
parents who did not go past Grade IV
or VI and who show vague interest in
adult education. Though education is
not a panacea, we have seen the
crippling limitations its absence imposes.
School experience has brought our
own value-system into sharp focus, as
it clashed with that of parents. Our
ideas of reasonable discipline are not
always shared by parents of students.
And so we begin to wonder what is our
role as outsiders: to reflect the values
of the community in the educational
system, or to offer an alternative in
which we firmly believe?
And how can we involve ourselves
with the adults of the community so
we are not relegated solely to being
"teachers" (an isolated, elitist position)? How can we encourage a higher
value on education, a loving discipline
of children, if we cannot get close to
the adults?
So, we serve on the local movie
committee (movies are rented and
shown each Friday night), to encourage the choice of wholesome

entertainment. We hold activity nights
at the school, when adults are encouraged to use the library, sports
equipment, games, etc. But few show
up. So, we think of something else,
with which people are more comfortable. We hold sing-songs at our
house, but people are not comfortable
in the teachers' house. We visit from
house to house, using any excuse to
call. We build swings, to invite others
to share the labor and the realization
that something can be accomplished in
Paradise River. We plant gardens, and
help several others to do the same,
sharing our limited knowledge. We
share the produce around, so that all
might have a taste of the homegrown—"better than any you'll buy in
the store!"
We climb a mountain with one who
has proven to be a friend. We listen to
the frustrations of the local nurse—an
outsider who has married and settled
here. We show slides and pictures of
places we've travelled and lived. We
pour tea and serve cakes to those who
do manage to come to our house. We
laugh, and joke, and smile, at every
opportunity, for we have found a sense
of humor to be invaluable as a buffer.
If music is the universal language,
laughter must be a close second! In all
of this, we remain conscious that we
are disciples of Christ, called to share
His gospel in consistent, scriptural
living. .. .
to page ten
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T H E MODERNS

from page eight

". . . My change of life may shock my
friends: It was like a wonderful shortlived dream [her commitment to Jesus
Christ]. 1 do not expect any blessings or
repetition of this miracle of a dream.
On the other hand, I do not wish God to
let me go completely . . . in short, I
want to be like a butterfly, free to do
anything as long as I don't go beyond
limits! I feel at this very stage of life
that I am nothing more than a rotten
vegetable in the garden, completely
dependent on the hands of the gardener
. . . 1 am in a state of fatigue of the
spirit, and boredom too harsh for words

Why not give in to despair? Why
keep struggling for individual
answers? Must I choose? Isn't the
consensus right? (Why shouldn't the
majority set the norms? Why must it
be Jesus Christ?) "Despair is a lukewarm bath, body temperature, slowly
bleeding—painless—death." (Jacques
Ellul, Prayer and Modern Man).
Why not be a machine?(It's so easy
to be manipulated . . . then I don't
have to make choices.)
Why not be a butterfly? (The temptation is to drift, stop asking
questions, as I'm already halfpersuaded that there are no final,
comprehensive answers.)
If a "modern" is not a believer, he
will fit into the world-consensus of
secularism, materialism, naturalism,
humanism, or nihilism. If he is a
believer, a Christian, he will understand his culture and his contemporaries, and he will be a fighter. He
will be fighting the battles where the
war is. He knows there are answers.
The War
The war for those in their late teens,
twenties, thirties (and all others who
can "look through their eyes") is: to
be in the obvious tension of resisting
what destroys humanness . . . to
grapple with current issues, setting up
a livable and true value system . . . to
resist temptations to give up to the
contemporary consensus and norms
. . . to fight, to be valiant for the truth,
not in the conflicts of twenty years
ago, but in "this war."
Christians are committed to bring
"moderns" into reconciliation with
Jesus Christ, the Lord, ". . . that you
may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world, holding fast the
word of life, so that in the day of
Christ I may be proud that I did not
run in vain or labor in vain." (Philippians 2:15-16)
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Write a Letter to WPTF
American taxpayers whose consciences rebel at buying neutron
bombs and other nuclear weapons,
and at military expenditures, are encouraged to join a nationwide write-in
campaign calling for a day which
would permit certain war taxes to be
used for peace projects.
The campaign is sponsored by the
National Council for a World Peace
Tax Fund. The legislation is supported
by national bodies of the United
Church of Christ, the United
Methodist Church, the R o m a n
Catholic Church, and the historic
peace churches—Brethren, Mennonite, and Quaker.
By writing to the National Council
for World Peace Tax Fund, taxpayers
can obtain five cards, each of which
has the text: "We need a legal alternative to paying war taxes. The World
Peace Tax Fund bill (HR4897-S 880)
would allow people who are morally

opposed to war to have that portion of
their taxes which would normally go
for military purposes used instead for
peace related purposes to benefit all."
Addressees for the cards are the president, a representative, two senators,
and the director of the Internal
Revenue Service.
Estimates of the fund this legislation would create range from $200
million to $4 billion annually. The
United States spends over 110 billion
dollars annually to finance military
projects and utilizes 53 percent of
every citizen's federal income tax to
do so.
Personal letters are encouraged
because they are the most effective,
but to encourage a large response the
cards can be obtained from the
National Council for a WPTF, 2111
Florida Avenue Northwest,
Washington, D.C. 20008.

WHAT DO YOU DO?

from page nine

And what about the kids? Besides
school, we hold Sunday school in our
house on Sunday mornings. There is
an Anglican "church" here, but the
minister comes from Cartwright only
about once a month in winter, when
travel is best. At first, we had about 14
attending; now we have about eight.
The novelty has worn off and "Sunday
school syndrome" has set in: It's
definitely OUT for anyone over 12!
That means there is a sizable contingent of early teens with nothing
constructive to fill their time . . . we're
still pondering our responsibility there
Time becomes a big issue. There are
so many things we'd like to do, or feel
we ought to do, or that others might
feel we ought to do. MCC assignments
can be exhausting; we must consciously slow ourselves down to rest in
Christ and get things back into
perspective.

So, what do we do? We host any and
all visitors, for any given length of
time, because there's no only else to do
it. We learn about cataloguing a
library—the hard way! We feverishly
help organize the local Easter Fair
(the church-and-school fund-raiser), to
repair snowmobiles and drink
powdered milk—in short, we discover
a lot of creativity we never knew God
had given us!
So, what do we do? We continually
examine our commitment to our Lord.
Are we a credit to Him, where He has
placed us? Are we bringing His peace
to those who are oppressed, to those
who do not find His gospel meaningful? Or are we, as outsiders, just dogooder experts, imposing a mixed bag
of services with values, philosophies,
and belief?
So, what do we do? We believe.
So, what do you do?

Evangelical Visitor

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

from page five

fool-proof. A pastor phoned me who
had received a letter. He mentioned a
specific item which disturbed him. I
replied, "That's interesting I don't
remember reading that in the letter.
He insisted that it was there. I asked if
he would read to me the paragraph in
question. He excused himself from the
telephone got the letter and then there
was a long silence. Finally—"You
know—it isn't in the letter." When he
received the letter on that particular
subject he was so sure the point in
question was going to be included that
he thought he had actually read it. He
had read the letter through his filter.
We must work at this matter of communication. Occasionally ask a person
to tell you what you actually said
—what he/she heard.
Fourth, develop a systematic plan
for the growth of people through
training, change and new responsibilities. It's so easy to continue doing
what we've done for the last 5 years or
10 years because we've always done it.
But there is more growth in the personal life of the believer when change
occurs. We have given our heart and
life to a particular ministry and then
the time comes for us to change. That
is difficult. I have heard congregations
pray, "Oh Lord send us more people
to do the work." Yet when the Lord
sends more people and the present
office holders are replaced by new
personnel — it's a very painful experience. That isn't totally the fault of
that person. It is partially so because
we have not developed a systematic
plan for the growth of people through
training and a process of changing
positions to give new responsibilities.
The Cultivation of Personal Attitudes
toward People
I give several suggestions toward
building positive personal
relationships. Someone has said "To
dwell above with saints in love, that
will be glory; but to dwell below with
saints we know, well, that's a different
story." One of the classic examples of
a person who related to people in a
godly manner is David. There were
two men who were prominent in his
life. One was Jonathan and the other
was Jonathan's father, Saul. When
David met Jonathan the hearts of the
two men were knit together. They
became bosom friends from that time.
In sharp contrast to that was the
relationship of David with Jonathan's
father, King Saul. You remember how
Saul had rages of jealousy against
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David. Saul's one purpose was to kill
David. He was jealous of him. He
hated him. But David returned love
and mercy to Saul. He refused to kill
him — or even harm him. In II
Samuel, Chapter 1, word came to
David that Jonathan and Saul had
died on the field of battle. When you
read David's statements, you find that
he laments almost equally for Saul,
and Jonathan. He speaks of the beauty
of Saul's life. You see David's attitude
toward Jonathan and Saul was not
determined by their attitude toward
him. This is a beautiful illustration of
developing interpersonal relationships.
First of all develop high esteem,
love and sensitivity toward people. We
read in Philippians 2:1-4 "If you have
any encouragement from being united
with Chirst, if any comfort from his
love, if any fellowship with the spirit, if
any tenderness and compassion then
make my joy complete by being likeminded." "Doing nothing" Paul says
"out of selfish ambition or vain conceit but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. Each of you
should look not only to your own
interests but also to the interests of
others." Paul asks us to esteem other
people better than ourselves. He isn't
saying that I should degrade myself.
God has given to every person a
unique personality. He has a purpose
for every life. We do not need to
devalue ourselves in order to appreciate other people. The Apostle
tells us that we should consider them
better, because they are better in many
ways. The Bible says we are all made
in the image of God. Find that image
in every person you meet. The image
of God is there, whether he/she is a
saint or a sinner. That image may be
defaced, it may be obscured, but the
image of God is there.
In this same connection, as you
develop high esteem and sensitivity
toward people, practise what James
says when he admonishes us to be
swift to hear and slow to speak. Dr.
Gil Peterson says that if we would
observe two people standing and
talking we will not see one person
speaking and the other person
listening. We will see one person
speaking and the other person waiting
to speak. When I was young in the
ministry, Bishop Henry Schneider
came to be an evangelist in our church
and lived in our home. Before we
would retire he would begin talking
and I would listen. He would tell me
interesting accounts of how he handled

church situations. He related how the
Holy Spirit worked in his congregation and in his personal life. He would
say, "I don't know why I ever told you
all these things, I generally don't talk
about them." The Lord helped me to
see the benefit of being a good listener.
If you want to be sensitive to people,
learn to listen.
Develop a sensitivity to people's
feelings, to their needs, and to their
hurts. Refuse to harbour thoughts of
ill toward one another. Indeed do not
even let the words pass over your lips.
We learn more by what we say than by
what we think without expressing it.
Keep your thoughts from harbouring
ill of anyone and refuse to have ill
expressed by your tongue concerning
your brother and sister. Esteem, love
and sensitivity toward people will
grow.
Second, express thankfulness to
people and commend them for their
good deeds. Paul did this beautifully in
the Philippian letter chapter 1 and
verse 3 "I thank my God every time I
remember you." Wouldn't you like
someone to write to you like that? He
says further "I have you in my heart."
What affirmations Paul, the great
Apostle, gave to these Philippian
Christians! One of the things we can
learn to do is to commend others
sincerely and thoughtfully. People
thrive on praise. Unkind criticism can
thwart personality growth. Praise does
not create pride. It can be used of the
Lord to release a person from introspective negativism. If I want
better people to live with I hold the
key to make them better!
We also need to learn to receive
compliments graciously. It was rather
painful for me to learn this. I recall
with regret the first evangelistic campaign I conducted in the United
States. One night driving home from
service the p a s t o r ' s wife said
something complimentary about my
sermon — I replied "Thank the Lord
for that." You know what followed —
about 15 minutes of dead silence. She
didn't know what to say next and I
didn't know what to say either. I had
in effect told her she should thank the
Lord, she shouldn't thank me. How
much better it would be if I would
have said, "Thanks, I need that encouragement." Learn to give and to
receive compliments graciously.
concluded in next issue
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Go Ahead,
Enjoy Your Imperfect
James M. Lapp

SON STOMPS out the door, angrily murdered the other. The story of
slamming it so that the walls rattle Noah concludes with this godly man
nervously. "Nobody else has to stay at lying naked and drunk in his tent;
the table until everyone is finished upon coming to his senses he
pronounces a curse on his son. The
eating," he yells.
Daughter gets so fed up with her imperfections of Abraham and Sarah
brother's immature ways that she come through vividly as does the
favoritism of Isaac and Rebekah with
rants at them vociferously.
Younger son cries out unintelligibly their two sons. And Jacob raised a
about the injustices he receives from bunch of boys who became deceivers
and sold their own brother into
his brother and sister.
Mother gets exasperated at all the slavery. I could continue on down
noise, and then she adds a few ex- through the Old Testament and notice
pletives about all the dirty dishes left Moses, Samson, Samuel, David, and
on the counter from the after-school Hosea, other great heroes of faith,
who had glaring problems in their
snacks.
Dad attempts to quell the storm, but families.
In the New Testament we find that
he ends up saying things he later
regrets and nearly despairs at the sad not only did Jesus experience stress
state of affairs in his supposedly Chris- with His parents while growing up but
that one of the most popular stories
tian family.
Not that it is always this way He told is about a father and two sons,
around our house. Cindy is often the one of whom rebelled and wasted his
most delightful daughter who makes father's wealth, the other turning out
my parental heart swell with pride. to be a critical and d o g m a t i c
Many have been the times I have sat hypocrite. Paul wrote about a family
by Mike's lower bunk and enjoyed his at Corinth where incest occurred, and
unusual perceptivity and sensitivity to Peter wrote of Christian women
people and life. There is not a more married to unbelieving husbands. The
lovable kid to ride bike with or read Book of Revelation includes a denunbooks to than Phil. Nan and I take ciation of a certain Jezebel who was
turns telling each other about the advocating immorality among the
great children we have. Of course there families in the church at Thyatira.
are moments when we are the grand- From beginning to end, the Bible
describes families that are imest parents on the block.
But too often our family is pure perfect—with all the stresses, strains,
imperfection with noise, conflict, dis- and sins of modern-day families.
Not that the Bible condones or
agreements—the whole bit. That old
familiar hymn, "Love at Home," just commends to us such imperfect
families. Rather the good news is that
doesn't fit life around our house.
understands when our family life
"Hate and envy" do annoy. Peace God
idylic, for He has been working
does not always sweetly smile. The isn't
euphoric bliss described by this with such families for a long time.
So as to release us from guilt and
hymn—and by many preachers as the
ideal for the Christian family—doesn't bring us more joy in our imperfect
families, I'd like to suggest four affirperpetually "abide" where I live.
mations we as Christians dare to make
I find the Bible helpfully realistic about
family life.
about family life. The Scriptures open
with a story about a husband and wife
I. Good families are not those
who disobeyed God and later brought families without problems, but those
two sons into the world, one of whom families which use problems as the
occasion for growth.
Look at the experience of David.
Reprinted from Christian Living. Copyright
The Bible in no way glosses over his
1977. Mennonite Publishing House. Used by
permission.
act of adultery with Bathsheba. But we
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do read in Psalm 51 a humble prayer
of confession and sincere cry for
forgiveness. "Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and put a new and right
spirit within me." That's the kind of
prayer that turns a problem into a
time of renewal and growth, transforming a murderer and adulterer
into "a man after God's own heart."
It is so easy to be crushed by our
failures and problems as families instead of seeing them as growing pains
and opportunities for deepening our
love and understanding.
2. We can be assured God uses
imperfect families.
Reflect briefly on the genealogy of
Jesus as recorded in Matthew. There
listed among the ancestors of our
Savior are such people as Judah, who
gave birth to two children by his
daughter-in-law Tamar; and Rahab,
the harlot from Jericho. In Matthew
1:6 we find the very explicit statement
that "David was the father of
Solomon by the wife of Uriah." No
attempt is made to hide these sinful
people from the bloodline of Jesus.
God was able to use these families
with their imperfections to be the seed
out of which the Messiah came.
James Farmer tells a story about a
woman who acquired a great deal of
wealth and decided to have a book
written about her genealogy. The
author she hired to do the research and
writing discovered that one of the
woman's grandfathers had been electrocuted in Sing Sing for some violent
crime. The woman pleaded with the
auther to disguise this bit of her
history, so he wrote: "One of her
grandfathers occupied the chair of
applied electricity in one of America's
best known institutions. He was very
much attached to his position and
literally died in the harness."
Now there may be no special virtue
in exposing to everyone the imperfections in our families. But is it not
helpful to know that our personal and
family usefulness isn't dependent on a
pure ancestral and perfect family
record? I have found that some of the
difficult experiences we have had in the
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OOPS

Family

. . .it started out as such a simple
mistake
. . .some sinister typewriter
. . .the Grinch who stole Christmas
tampered with our dates!
Well, anyway . . . the correct
Calendar dates for Let YOUth
Begin are

December 27-29,1978

family, instead of being detriments,
have become a useful resource in
ministry to others. That may not be
much consolation to parents while in
the midst of a family crisis. But it is an
affirmation of God's sovereignty.
We have in our congregation two
families with grown sons who are
mentally handicapped. These families
have had to contend with this special
type of "imperfection" over the past
40 years. During the past several years
the fathers in both of these homes
experienced prolonged illness and
eventually death. These two sons were
of invaluable assistance in the care of
the fathers during this extended illness
and now provide a warmth and companionship to their widowed mothers.
What we view as imperfection may
fulfill special purposes in the wisdom
of God.
3. All families must live by grace.
Even when we have done our best as
parents, it often doesn't seem good
enough. That's when we need to affirm
that we live by grace as a family,
which simply means we can enjoy our
family even with its seeming mistakes.
Our well-being doesn't depend on
being perfect.
One of the risks of parenthood is
bringing children into the world who
have a free will, who may not choose
to follow the example and teachings of
their parents. Likely you have seen
parents (if you have not experienced it
yourself) who have been weighted
down by the disappointment of seeing
a son or daughter reject the faith and
values the parents espoused. Such
grief goes beyond the normal displeasure parents feel at the child's illbehavior. There is a real sense of being
crushed, feelings of failure, a sense
that the parents' whole lives have been
of no avail. It is at times like this that
we need a new measure of God's grace
to assure us our well-being is a result
of His love and not our "success" as
parents.
Not only do we as total families
need to be received in grace; we also as
family members need to extend that
same grace toward each other within

February 25, 1978

the family. It is around the home that
our propensity to make the same
mistake again and again is so painfully
realized. Grace and forgiveness are
prime characteristics of the Christian
home.
I once heard of a tribe of American
Indians who had a custom of always
making a flaw in each work of art.
Every basket, piece of cloth, or work
of pottery contained some imperfection. The purpose of the flaw was to
recognize the imperfection of the
creator of the art and to not presume
upon the perfection of the Great
Spirit, who alone was seen to be
flawless.
For most of us it doesn't require
much effort to allow some flaw to
appear in our families. We might
remember God has deliberately
chosen to place the treasure of His
gospel in imperfect vessels like us. So
we can relax and enjoy our families,
for it is by grace that we live.
4. God has provided
adequate
resources for each family to cope with
its imperfections.
There are at least two kinds of
resources from God we can count on
in our families. The one resource is the
presence of the living Christ within our
homes. He doesn't dwell in shrines or
cathedrals but in homes with families,
with widows, with singles, with older
people, with any type of family that
welcomes His presence. What does He
offer to our families? He offers the
same care and love He shared with
families while in the flesh.
No family problem was too insignificant or unspiritual for Jesus to
be interested in it. He once came to the
rescue of an embarrassed host and
hostess who had insufficient wine for a
wedding feast. He had compassion for
a widow whose only son had died. He
cared for a family with a blind son,
expressed interest in a woman with
five husbands, and listened to the
quarreling of another family over their
inheritance.
Jesus is also interested in the
problems and imperfections in our
families. He offers to us new
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wine—new life, new joy, new love, new
grace, new wisdom, new hope. He
doesn't make us perfect families, but
He can release us from the burden of
our imperfections and assure us no
problem is too large (or small) for His
help, no issue too complex (or simple)
for His wisdom to guide us to a
meaningful solution. He is looking for
families committed to Him and His
purposes and open to allowing His
presence into the nitty-gritty, day-byday living around the home. This is a
resource most of us haven't yet exhausted.
The second resource God offers us is
the local congregation of believers.
"You gotta be kidding," I hear some
of you say. No, I honestly mean it.
The spiritual family, the church, is
made up of brothers and sisters who
aren't out to seize every conceivable
tidbit of gossip to spread about us but
to love, care, support, and counsel us
in working out the issues of family
living. I know this sounds extremely
idealistic to many people. But it is also
a reality. Our family has experienced
some of this help through special
prayer, material gifts, grandparent
and parent substitutes, and assistance
on special problems in our life as a
family.
It is humbling to receive help for
your family from others. All the forces
of society reinforce the notion that we
should be self-sufficient as nuclear
families. But one of God's primary
ways of making resources available to
imperfect families is through the
teaching, nurture, and care of the
community of faith.
So, your family is imperfect! What
else is new? Or should I say "old"? Go
ahead and enjoy your family, imperfections and all. God enjoys you
like you are. You dare to also.
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Messiah Home Auxiliary
As a part of the developing ministry
of the Messiah Home an auxiliary has
been organized.
The purpose of the auxiliary is: 1).
To organize and unite the services of
the auxiliary members in providing
physical comfort and spiritual and
social welfare in addition to that
already rendered by the existing staff.
2). To develop and promote a
wholesome relationship between the
Messiah Home, the Board of Trustees,
and the Brethren in Christ community.
The current project of the auxiliary
is to purchase a projector for the
Home.
There are approximately 400
members—men and women—in the
auxiliary. The 1978 membership drive
is now open; membership fee is one
dollar. A person wishing to become a
member should send a dollar to
Messiah Home Auxiliary Recording
Secretary, 2001 Paxton Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17111. This entitles
the member to receive Home Echoes,
a monthly publication.
The officers of the auxiliary are:
President, Naomi T. Brechbill; ViceP r e s i d e n t , M r s . John Kreider;
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Eber
Hess; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Jesse
F. Lady. John Bert and Mrs. Martin
Landis are Members-at-large.

Church News

M M A Awards Grant
The seventh Biennial Delegate
meeting of the Mennonite Mutual Aid
Association was held at Chicago, 111,
Nov. 19, 1977 with 140 delegates and
staff members in attendance. The
Brethren in Christ members of the
M . M . A . A . , elected Alvin C.
Burkholder, as their representive. Also
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga was invited by
the executive committee to be present.
The purpose of the meeting was to
elect nine members to the Board of
Directors and to provide detailed
reports and information concerning
operations of the association. An item
of special interest to the Brethren in
Christ was the granting of $2,500.
from the Fraternal Funds Program,
for the Youth Training Conference to
be sponsored by our Board of Christian Education. Fraternal Funds are
monies set aside by Mennonite
Mutual Aid in lieu of taxes. These
monies cannot, by law, be used to
reduce membership costs but must be
used in support of programs compatible with Mutual Aid Concern.
T h e t o t a l m e m b e r s h i p of
M.M.A.A. is 37,561 of which 457 are
from the Brethren in Christ Church.
The various reports indicate growth
and financial strength. Anyone interested in information regarding the
health and hospital coverages or
related services may write to Mennonite Mutual Aid Association, 1110
No. Main, Goshen, Ind. 46526
Reported by Alvin C. Burkholder

Quilting Is a Family Affair in Phoenix
It was no ordinary potluck supper that
brought the families of the Grace Mennonite Church, Phoenix, Arizona, together
on that Friday evening. The congregation
met in response to a request by M C C for
blankets for Bangladesh.
After the meal, seven quilting frames
were set up and everyone went to work (see
photo above) — men, women and children.
Mrs. Ray Smee, President of the
W M S C , stated "They [men, women, and
children] cooperated so beautifully and
worked so fast, that by nine o'clock we had
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15 quilts knotted, with 13 or 14 left to do."
Two families, living some distance from
the church, but identified with the church,
spent their evening quilting and added 10
quilts to those made by the Phoenix
members.
The quilting and knotting were continued by the congregation following this
Friday evening "knotting" and when it was
all over there were 51 quilts for M C C .
Rev. Ray Smee is the pastor of the
congregation.
(Photo by James Kropf)

CONFERENCES

Allegheny
The Air Hill congregation began the new
year by showing a series of films on prayer.
Dr. Charles Stanley, speaking on "Prayer
That Moves Mountains" was the first in
the series held on Wed. evening, Jan. 11.
Rev. Roger Witter is the pastor.
The Canoe Creek congregation held
dedication of three children on Christmas
Sunday. They also dedicated new hymnals
which the Youth Group had purchased.
The pastor is Rev. Mark E. Slagenweit.
The Clear Creek congregation reports
fourteen persons received into church
membership on Dec. 18. Rev. Curtis
Bryant is the pastor.
The Colyer congregation reports going
over their goal of $500 for missions on
Christmas Sunday. They also report good
attendance for the past year. Rev. Wesley
C. Smeal is the pastor.
The Five Forks congregation reports
election of Joel Wenger as deacon for the
next five years. Former deacon, Alfred
Wenger, who had served that office for 29
years, declined another term of service. A
Consecration Service was held for the
Wengers on Sunday morning, Dec. 22, by
the pastor, Rev. W. Rupert Turman.
Recent guest speakers for the Green
Spring congregation were Nancy and
Mildred Myers, returned missionaries
from Rhodesia. The pastor, Rev. Lome
Lichty is teaching a six-week Bible course
for the Greater Newville Sunday School
Association.
James and Jane Stauffer recently
accepted the pastoral position of the
Jemison Valley congregation. James will
graduate from the Ashland Seminary this
spring.
T h e Locust Grove congregation
celebrated their 50th anniversary on Dec.
11, with former pastors: Leroy Yoder and
Dale Singer; and past bishop, B. E.
Thuma, guest speakers. Also returning to
take part in the services were: Rev. Lloyd
Melhorn, Jr., Rev. Charles Melhorn, Rev.
Glenn Schwartz, and Joel Kaltreider.
Bishop Henry Ginder's message to the
congregation was entitled, " A New
Dedication." The pastor is Rev. Charles
Lehman.
On Dec. 7, Mildred Myers, shared with
W M P C of the Montgomery congregation,
how C h r i s t m a s w a s c e l e b r a t e d in
Rhodesia. The congregation welcomed her
home by presenting her with a box filled
with Christmas gifts. Rev. H. Melvin
Boose is pastor.

Atlantic

The New Guilford congregation hosted
Five Forks congregation for a New Year's
Eve fellowship. Rev. Rupert Turman,
pastor at Five Forks, gave a devotional
message and a film was also viewed. Rev.
Maurice Bender is pastor at New Guilford.
The Pioneer Girls of the Cross Roads
congregation sponsored a Fellowship Meal
for the congregation on Sunday evening,
Feb. 19. The pastors are Rev. Allon
Dourte and Rev. Dale Engle.
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Canadian

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Hess hosted a surprise party in honor of
their parents' 50th Wedding Anniversary.
The party was held in the Shenks Brethren
in Christ Church where the couple are
members.
T h e Lynchburg congregation is in
negotiations for the purchase of a church
building and parsonage. The pastor is Rev.
Lyle Roach.
Approximately 70 young people from
the Manor congregation went to New York
for a 4-day retreat in January. Assistant
pastor, Dale W. Engle, accompanied the
group. Speakers for the retreat were Bruce
Burkholder and Rev. Roy Peterman. Rev.
John Hawbaker is the pastor.
The Palmyra congregation is taking part
in being a "special friend" to residents of
the Messiah Home Village. Rev. J. Robert
Lehman is the pastor.
T h e Pequea congregation held a
Prophetic Conference on Jan. 19-22 with
Rev. Ray Brubaker, radio broadcaster, as
the guest speaker. The pastor is Rev.
Gerald Wingert.
On Sunday evening, Jan. 1, the Refton
congregation heard the Harrisburg Area
Musical Society present a sacred concert.
The choir was directed by Paul Garber.
The pastor is Rev. Harry D. Bert.
The Shenks congregation reports that
Jay R. Booser was recently elected as
deacon. Bishop C. B. Byers was in charge
of the Consecration Service for the
Boosers. Rev. Fred Geib is the pastor.

A casette recorder was recently
presented to the Houghton congregation by
Mrs. Mildred Brown. Rev. John R. Sider
is the pastor.
The Massey Place congregation held a
Motivational Meeting for their Sunday
school staff members on Wednesday
evening, Jan. 11. A special feature of the
e v e n i n g w a s , " H e l p ! M y C l a s s is
Growing." The pastor is Rev. Douglas
Sider.
The Niagara congregation has recently
begun holding services in the chapel at
NCC. Attendance has been in the 60 s. Rev.
Harvey Sider is the chaplain there.
The Port Colborne congregation recently
held a baptismal service with the Welland
congregation also taking part. Port
Colborne received eleven persons into
membership on Sunday morning, Dec. 11.
The pastors are: Port Colborne—Rev.
Gordon Gilmore, and Welland—Rev.
Walter Kelly.

Central
The Highland congregation hosted a
music night for area churches on Sunday
night, Jan. 29. Each congregation provided
two special numbers. Rev. Louis Cober is
the pastor.
The Mooretown congregation observed
Youth Week—Jan. 29-Feb. 5—in various
ways. The week began with a
Parent/Youth Dinner on Sat. evening; a
"pancake bash" was held later in the week;
and the youth were entirely in charge of the
Sunday morning service in a "Youth
Takeover." The pastor is Rev. Ronald
Slabaugh.
The Union Grove congregation is holding
mid-week prayer services in various homes
of the congregation during the winter
months. Rev. Rod Hill is the pastor.
The Valley Chapel congregation held a
Missionary Dinner at Arlo and Beulah
SennefFs home on Dec. 30, with an
offering being taken for missions. The film,
"Red River of Life," was shown. The
pastor is Rev. Paul Smucker.

Midwest

The play, "It's All in the Plan," was
presented by the Mowersville Christ's
Crusaders on Sunday evening, Dec. 18.
The play was written by Janet Leidig and
directed by Mrs. Leroy Bert. The pastor is
Rev. Mervin Potteiger.
The Van Lear congregation recently
observed their second a n n i v e r s a r y .
S e v e n t y - t h r e e p e r s o n s a t t e n d e d the
worship service and 75 attended the
evening hymn sing. The pastor is Rev.
Clarence Brubaker.
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The young married couples of the
Abilene congregation held a recent study in
Marriage Growth which they report, has
created interest and much open discussion
among couples and between spouses. The
pastor, Rev. Henry Landis, led the study.
Rev. Millard Haldeman gave his farewell
sermon to the Dallas Center congregation
on Sunday, Dec. 18. On Sunday morning,
Jan. 8, the Installation Service for their
new p a s t o r a l c o u p l e , the Norman
Channels, was held. Bishop Don Shafer led
in the service.
The Wichita congregation held its first
service on Sunday morning, Jan. 8. The
new extension church is holding services in
the Wilbur Jr. High School building for
the present with Rev. Charles Norman as
their pastor.

Pacific
The Life Line Chapel congregation dismissed their evening service on Sunday,
Jan. 8, in order to worship with the
Clearlake Extension Church. Rev. Paul
Hill is the pastor.
The Sandia congregation was invited to
the p a s t o r a l h o m e , the W o o d r o w
Peabody's on Sunday evening, Dec. 18, for
an Open House.
The high school group of the Upland
congregation used their weekly Bible study
hour to study the subject of death recently,
a field trip to visit a mortuary was part of
the study. The pastors are Rev. Robert
Hempy and Rev. Glenn Ginder.

Births
Balicki: Amanda Christine, born Nov.
26, to Mr. and Mrs. Garry Balicki,
Wainfleet congregation, Ont.6
Gipe: Trina Lynn, born Dec. 1, to
Stanley and Carol Gipe, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
Layton: Lewis Allen, Jr., born Jan. 2, to
Lewis and Christene Layton,
Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Martain: Jason Eugene, born Oct. 11, to
Ralph and Elizabeth Stoltzfus Martain,
Montgomery congregation. Pa.
McConaghay: Sean Joshua, born Dec.
28, to Dean and Katie McConaghay,
Lancaster congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Robinson-Shoalts: Mary Jane Shoalts,
and Arthur James Robinson, Oct. 1, in the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating.

Obituaries
R o b i n s o n : W i l l i s B. R o b i n s o n ,
Williamsburg, Pa., died Dec. 22, 1977, at
the age of 71. He is survived by his wife,
Pansy; and seven children: Mrs. Esther
Palmer, Dallas, M r s . Karen M a r t i n ,
Gayle, Grady, Mrs. Sharon Slogenhop,
and Mrs. Robin Musser; 11 grandchildren;
and a sister, Mrs. Harriet Gray. He was a
member of the Canoe Creek Brethren in
Christ Church where he served as a deacon
for a number of years. He also had perfect
Sunday school attendance for 28 years.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Gerald Weaver Funeral Home by Rev.
Mark Slagenweit. Interment was in the
new Canoe Creek Cemetery.
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Called to Be Saints
George E. Failing

Christians are called "holy ones" (saints); they are
called also to pursue holiness (Heb. 12:14).
This call to holy living is a call to a deeper walk
with God, a call to a conduct far above that of sinful
men. In fact, we are to "walk as he walked," not to
the same degree but following the same pattern.
Unholy attitudes and actions are unbecoming to
those who, as saints, pursue holiness. The world will
not be convinced at Christ's righteousness unless they
see a strong commitment to that righteousness in us.
The new convert is a babe in Christ and not under
condemnation (Rom. 8:1) although he is carnal (I
Cor. 3:1). He is not carnal by choice, but being a
spiritual infant, he is ignorant. But when the growing
Christian discovers- the full provision in Christ's
atonement and his own impoverishment and potential perversity, he should "go on unto perfection" and
"reckon himself to be dead indeed unto [that] sin." If
a believer fails to respond to God's challenge to
purity and single-mindedness, he is "yet carnal" (I
Cor. 3:3) and guiltily draws back from the total
commitment to which Christ calls him. He lives in
what John Wesley calls "the wilderness state" and
falls short of that victory and power to which he has
been called.
A commitment to holy living will make possible a
victory over sin, attainable in this life. Zacharias
prophetically declared, "that we should be saved
from our enemies and . .. that God would grant unto
us that we being delivered out of the hand of our
enemies might serve him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before him, all the days of our life"
(Luke 1:71, 74, 75). Note those words—saved,
delivered, serve without fear, righteousness before

him, and all the days of our life. These encourage us
to claim victory over Satan, over sin, over fear, and
over backsliding.
A commitment to holy living will cause saints to be
known chiefly for humility, teachableness, and
Christlikeness. Humility is not low esteem; it is
deliberate and absolute dependence upon God, and
submission to other believers. Those who gather
personal glory are not seekers of holiness. Furthermore, no committed Christian can long believe that
he knows so much that he does not need instruction
from others as well as discipline from God. And
Christlikeness is the great hidden virtue of the
saints: "Now the world knows us not because it knew
him not." We are to be as inconspicuous as Jesus. We
are to be known only as "those who have been with
Jesus." Our close fellowship with Christ will cause us
to be fashioned more and more into His image (II
Cor. 3:18).
Christians who pursue holiness know that fruitfulness in spiritual ministries is the product of the
deeper life. Although success is evidence of what we
do, answered prayer and tempered words declare
what we are.
One more plain word. To be Christ's holy ones
implies that we enjoy living in dependence on God for
everything—life, breath, food, grace, health,
usefulness. We know that we never "have it made."
We never have "much goods laid up for many years,"
no, nor for eternity. We keep on praying with happy
dependence, "Give us this day our daily bread." As
we live so, our lives become God's eloquent
witnesses.

Reprinted from The Wesleyan Advocate, where this appeared as an
editorial.

